
PASSENGER LIST AND IMMIGRATION RESEARCH 
by Ann Bergelt (revised 03,06,07) 

So, great-great grandpa was born in a foreign country? Join the vast group of us who 

have been searching for immigrant origins most of our research time! 

Your first clue will come from family, census records, etc. to determine just when he or 

she is established to have been in the United States for certain. 

For purposes of verification learn who may have accompanied your ancestor on his/her 

voyage (parents, spouse, children - cousins) and what his/her age might have been at that 

time. 

Be flexible when it comes to names. "John" may have been "Johann", or "Heinrich 

Johann". "Carey" may have been "Keary", "Kerry", or "Keighrey". What you take to 

be great-grandma's maiden name may have actually been a first marriage surname. 

Consider all the possibilities. '• 

If you are fortunate enough to know the exact location from which they originated, 

check maps and shipping references to determine the most likely port of departure. 

Determine if there are emigration and/or passenger lists available from that end of the 

journey, as well as those available for ports of arrival. 

Resources to investigate; 

Passenger and Immigration Lists Index (P. William Filby) 

Be aware there are various supplements. The names and indexes are not in order of 

immigration year. Check alphabetically by surname, note bold print numbers in the 

entry, then refer to the index in the front of that volume to determine what the source is -

then find that book, document, film. 

Germans (Irish, Italians) To America, Lists of Passengers Arriving at United States 

Ports" (Glazier/Filby) 

These many volumes are indexed by the date of entry in US ports. It will sometimes 

give age, occupation, origin (village) and destination of passengers. 

Migration, Emigration, Immigration to the United States (Olga K. Miller) 

Largely bibliographical material, but useful in specific research. 

Guide to Naturalization Records of the United States (Christina K. Schaefer) 

Excellent resource which lists where naturalization documentation may be found, by state 

and county. 



Internet resources: 

Always remember to consider Internet Resources clues only, not original documents 

(unless you are able to print an actual digitized version of the record) 

Indexes are not records. Use the information from indexes to obtain the resource. 

http://www.rootsweb. com/~rwguideflesson 15 .htm 

http://home.att.net/~arnielang/shipgide.html 

http://www.CvndisList.com 

Try searching for the place of origin of your ancestor; the words "immigration", 

"emigration" and "passenger lists". Also look further for names of ports. 

Cyndi's List is a compilation of many, many links to other websites. You will 

sometimes find one that is not current. If it is important to you, "Google;" the website 

content and see if you can find a newer address for the same information. 

www.Ancestrv.com 

Try Ancestry's current Immigration database. Be sure to view, when possible, the actual 

ship list. Make note of the name of the ship, dates and places of sailing and arrival. 

Print out digitized lists if you find one of interest. When printed on regular paper, it can 

always be taken to have a larger more legible copy made (by the way, same goes for 

online census copies)! 

Most ships' lists will not tell you the name of the village of origin, only the country. 

However, from various clues given above, you may be able to at least determine a 

province, county or kingdom within the country. Once you have narrowed your search 

that far, you may find it helpful to post a message on the Rootsweb message board or to 

subscribe to the Rootsweb mailing list for that location. 
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